
Transcription 

 Iberian-Caucasian Languages 

(phonological system) 

 

Vocals/Vowels 

 

Lat. Characteristics of Phonemes Geo. 

a back low unrounded vowel (short or irrelevant as to the length distinction)  

á same, stressed  

 same, long   

 same, long and palatalized  

 same, palatalized  

å same, labialized   

 same, short and covert   

 same, short and  covert   

 same, short and pharyngealized  

 same, pharyngealized and palatalized   

aŋ same, nasalized  

ŋ same, long and nasalized   

ŋ same, long nasalized and palatalized   

ŋ same, nasalized and palatalized   

ŋ same, short and nasalized   

e 
front mid-low unrounded vowel (short or irrelevant as to the length 

distinction)  

 



 same, stressed  

 same, long  

 same, labialized    

 same, short and  overt   

 same, short and  covert   

 same, pharyngealized  

eŋ same, nasalized  

ŋ same, long and nasalized   

ŋ same, short and nasalized   

 ჱ Old Georgian   grapheme E ჱ 

i front high unrounded vowel (short or irrelevant as to the length distinction)   

 same, stressed  

 same, long  

 same, labialized  

 same, short and  overt   

 same, short and  covert    

 same, pharyngealized  

iŋ same, nasalized  

ŋ same, nasalized and long  

ŋ same, nasalized and short  

o back mid-low rounded vowel (short or irrelevant as to the length distinction)  

 same, stressed  

 same, nonlabialized   



 same, long  

 same, long and palatalized  

 same, palatalized  

 same, short and  overt  

 same, short and covert    

 same, pharyngealized  

oŋ same, nasalized   

ŋ same, nasalized and long  

ŋ same, long nasalized and palatalized  

ŋ same, nasalized and palatalized  

ŋ same, short nasalized and palatalized  

u back high rounded vowel (short or irrelevant as to the length distinction)  

ú same, stressed  

 same, long  

 front high rounded vowel    

 same, long and palatalized  

 same, short and  overt   

 same, short and  covert   

 same, pharyngealized  

uŋ same, nasalized  

ŋ same, nasalized and palatalized   

ŋ same, long nasalized  

ŋ same, long nasalized and palatalized  



ŋ same, short nasalized  

 
mid mid-low unrounded vowel (short or irrelevant as to the length 

distinction)  

 

 same, stressed  

 same, long  

 same, labialized  

 same, short and  overt   

 same, short and  covert   

 same, pharyngealized   

ŋ same, nasalized  

 

Consonants 

 

 Sonants   

j palatal resonant (semivowel or glide)  

w labial resonant (semivowel or glide)  

 syllabic lateral sonant    

 syllabic bilabial sonant   

  syllabic nasal sonant   

 syllabic vibrant sonant   

 
 

                                                           Sonorants 

l lateral resonant   

lj same, palatalized  



m labial nasal resonant   

mj same, palatalized  

 same, pharyngealized  

n dental nasal resonant    

nj same, palatalized  

r dental vibrant   

rj same, palatalized  

 same, voiceless   

rw same, labialized  

  

Laterals  

Ł voiced lateral affricate  

ƛ voiceless (aspirated) lateral affricate  

ƛ: tense lateral affricate  

ƛ ̣ glottalized lateral affricate  

ƛ ̣: tense glottalized lateral affricate   

L voiced lateral fricative  

λ voiceless lateral fricative  

λ: tense voiceless lateral fricative  

λ voiceless glottalized lateral fricative  

 
 

Bilabials   

b voiced bilabial stop  



bj same, palatalized  

bv same, dentolabialized  

bw same, labialized  

 same, pharyngealized  

p voiceless (aspirated) bilabial stop  

pj same, palatalized  

pv same, dentolabialized  

pw same, labialized ფ  

 same, pharyngealized  

p: same, tense   

pv: same, tense and dentolabialized   

pw: same, tense and labialized   

p  voiceless (not aspirated) bilabial stop - preruptive   

p v same, dentolabialized  

p w same, labialized  

ṗ voiceless glottalized bilabial stop  

ṗj same, palatalized  

ṗjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

ṗjw same, palatalized and labialized  

ṗv same, dentolabialized  

ṗw same, labialized  

 same, pharyngealized  

v voiced dentolabial fricative  



 same, pharyngealized  

 Old Georgian grapheme    

f voiceless dentolabial fricative  

 same, glottalized   

fv same, dentolabialized  

fw same, labialized  

 same, pharyngealized  

 

 Dentals  

d voiced dental stop  

dv same, dentolabialized  

dw same, labialized  დ  

dj same, palatalized  

δ voiced interdental fricative  

t voiceless (aspirated) dental stop  

tv same, dentolabialized  

tw same, labialized  

tj same, palatalized  

t: tense (unaspirated) dental stop  

tv: same, dentolabialized   

tw: same, labialized  

t  voiceless (not aspirated) dental stop - preruptive  

t v same, dentolabialized   



t w same, labialized   

ṭ glottalized dental stop  

ṭv same, dentolabialized   

ṭw same, labialized  

ṭj same, palatalized   

ṭjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized   

ṭjw same, palatalized and labialized   

ṭ: tense glottalized dental stop   

ṭv: same, dentolabialized  

ṭw: same, labialized  

 

 

                                                   Pre-alveolars  

ʒ voiced pre-alveolar hissing affricate   

ʒj same, palatalized  

ʒv same, dentolabialized  

ʒw same, labialized  

ʒjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized   

ʒjw same, palatalized and labialized   

ʒ  same, velarized  

ʒ v same, dentolabialized and velarized    

ʒ w same, labialized and velarized  



c voiceless pre-alveolar (aspirated) hissing affricate   

c: same, tense  

cj same, palatalized  

cv same, dentolabialized  

cw same, labialized  

cjV same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

cjw same, palatalized and labialized    

cv: same tense and dentolabialized     

cw: same tense and labialized    

c  same, velarized  

c v same, velarized and dentolabialized   

c w same, velarized and labialized   

c  voiceless pre-alveolar (not aspirated) hissing affricate - preruptive   

c v same, dentolabialized   

c w same, labialized   

c  same, velarized   

 voiceless pre-alveolar glottalized hissing affricate   

j same, palatalized  

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

jv same, palatalized and dentolabialized   

jw same, palatalized and labialized   



 same, velarized  

v same, velarized and dentolabialized   

w same, velarized and labialized   

: same, tense  

v: same, tense and dentolabialized   

w: same, tense and labialized   

z pre-alveolar voiced hissing fricative   

zj same, palatalized  

zv same, dentolabialized  

zw same, labialized   

zjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized   

zjw same, palatalized and labialized   

z  same, velarized  

z v same, velarized and dentolabialized   

z w same, velarized and labialized   

s pre-alveolar voiceless hissing fricative   

sv same, dentolabialized  

sw same, labialized  

sjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

sjw same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

s  same, velarized   

s v same, velarized and dentolabialized   



s w same, velarized and labialized   

sj same, palatalized   

s: same, tense  

sv: same, tense and dentolabialized   

 sw: same, tense and dentolabialized  ს  

ṣ pre-alveolar glottalized hissing fricative   

ṣ: same, tense   

ṣv same, dentolabialized   

ṣw same, labialized  

 
 

Mid-alveolars 

ʒ voiced mid-alveolar hissing-hushing ( = palatalized) affricate   

ʒv same, dentolabialized  

ʒw same, labialized  

c voiceless mid-alveolar hissing-hushing ( = palatalized) affricate   

cv same, dentolabialized  

cw same, labialized  

 glottalized mid-alveolar hissing-hushing palatalized labialized hissing affricate   

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

z  voiced mid-alveolar hissing-hushing ( = palatalized) fricative  

z v same, dentolabialized  



z w same, labialized  

s voiceless mid-alveolar hissing-hushing ( = palatalized) fricative  

sv same, dentolabialized   

sw same, labialized   

ṣ glottalized mid-alveolar hissing-hushing fricative   

ṣv same, dentolabialized  

ṣw same, labialized  

 

Post-alveolars  

ǯ voiced post-alveolar stop hushing affricate  

ǯv same, dentolabialized  

ǯw same, labialized   

ǯ  same, lenis (weak)    

ǯ v same, lenis (weak) and  dentolabialized  

ǯ w same, lenis (weak) and  labialized  

ǯj same, palatalized  

ǯjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

ǯjw same, palatalized and labialized  

ǯ  same, velarized  

ǯ v same, velarized and dentolabialized   

ǯ w same, velarized and labialized   

č voiceless post-alveolar (aspirated) hushing affricate  



č  same, lenis (weak)    

č v same, lenis (weak) and  dentolabialized  

č w same, lenis (weak) and  labialized   

čj same, palatalized  

čv same, dentolabialized  

čw same, labialized  

čjv same, palatalized and  dentolabialized   

čjw same, palatalized and  dentolabialized  

č  same, velarized  

č v same, velarized and  dentolabialized  

č w same, velarized and  dentolabialized   

č: tense hushing affricate  

čv: same, dentolabialized  

čw: same, labialized  

č  post-alveolar stop (not aspirated) hushing affricate - preruptive  

č  same, velarized  

č v same, dentolabialized  

č w same, labialized   

 post-alveolar glottalized hushing affricate   

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

: same, tense  



v: same, tense and dentolabialized  

w: same, tense and labialized   

 post-alveolar glottalized hushing lenis (weak) affricate  

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

j post-alveolar glottalized hushing palatalized affricate  

jv same, dentolabialized  

jw same, labialized  

 post-alveolar glottalized hushing velarized affricate   

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

ž post-alveolar voiced hushing fricative  

žv same, dentolabialized  

žw  same, labialized  

ž  same, lenis (weak)  

ž v same, lenis (weak) and dentolabialized  

ž w same, lenis (weak) and labialized  

žj same, palatalized   

žjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

žjw same, palatalized and labialized  

ž  post-alveolar voiced hushing velarized fricative   

ž v same, dentolabialized  



ž w same, labialized  

š post-alveolar voiceless hushing fricative  

šv same, dentolabialized  

šw same, labialized  

š: same, tense  

šv: same, tense and dentolabialized  

šw: same, tense and labialized  

š   post-alveolar voiceless lenis (weak) hushing fricative  

š v same, dentolabialized  

š w same, labialized  

š : same, tense   

š v: same, tense and dentolabialized  

š w: same, tense and labialized  

šj post-alveolar voiceless palatalized hushing fricative  

šjv same, dentolabialized  

šjw same, labialized  

š  post-alveolar voiceless velarized hushing fricative   

š v same, dentolabialized  

š w same, labialized  

 post-alveolar voiceless hushing fricative   

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  



: same, tense  

v: same, tense and dentolabialized  

j post-alveolar voiceless palatalized hushing fricative  

 same, velarized  

                                               Guttural consonants  

g voiced velar stop  

gv same, dentolabialized  

gw same, labialized  

g  same, lenis (weak)  

g v same, lenis (weak) and dentolabialized  

g w same, lenis (weak) and labialized  

gj voiced velar stop palatalized  

gjv same, dentolabialized   

gjw same, labialized  

g  voiced uvular stop  

g v same, dentolabialized  

g w same, labialized  

k voiceless (aspirated) velar stop  

k  same, lenis (weak)  

k v same, dentolabialized  

k w same, labialized  

kv voiceless (aspirated) velar stop dentolabialized  



kw same, labialized  

k: same, tense  

kv: same, dentolabialized  

kw: same, labialized  

kj voiceless (aspirated) velar stop palatalized  

kjv same, dentolabialized  

kjw same, labialized  

k  voiceless (not aspirated) velar stop - preruptive  

k v same, dentolabialized  

k w same, labialized  

k  voiceless (aspirated) uvular stop  

k v same, dentolabialized  

k w same, labialized  

ḳ glottalized velar stop  

ḳ  same, lenis (weak)  

ḳ v same, dentolabialized  

ḳ w same, labialized  

ḳv glottalized velar stop dentolabialized   

ḳw same, dentolabialized  

ḳ: glottalized tense velar stop  

ḳj glottalized velar stop palatalized  

ḳj: same, tense  



ḳjv same, dentolabialized  

ḳjw same, labialized  

ḳv: glottalized tense velar stop dentolabialized  

ḳw: same, labialized  

ḳjv: glottalized tense velar stop palatalized and dentolabialized   

ḳjw: same, labialized  

ḳ  glottalized uvular stop   

ḳ v same, dentolabialized  

ḳ w same, labialized  

γ voiced velar fricative    

γv same, dentolabialized  

γw same, labialized  

γj same, palatalized  

γjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

γjw same, palatalized and labialized  

γ  voiced velar lenis (weak) fricative  

γ v same, dentolabialized  

γ w same, labialized  

 voiced pharyngealized velar fricative   

v same, dentolabialized   

w same, labialized   

γ  voiced uvular fricative  



γ v same, dentolabialized  

γ w same, labialized  

γ  medio-lingual spirant   

γ v same, dentolabialized  

γ w same, labialized  

x voiceless velar fricative  

xj same, palatalized  

x  same, lenis (weak)  

 same, pharyngealized  

x: same, tense  

xj: same, palatalized and tense  

xjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

xjw same, palatalized and labialized  

xjv: same, tense, palatalized and dentolabialized  

xjw: same, tense, palatalized and labialized ხ   

x v voiceless velar fricative lenis (weak) and dentolabialized  

x w same, labialized  

x : voiceless tense velar fricative lenis (weak)  

 same, pharyngealized  

j voiceless velar fricative palatalized and pharyngealized   

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  



χ voiceless uvular fricative  

χv same, dentolabialized  

χw same, labialized  

x  medio-lingual voiceless fricative  

x v same, dentolabialized  

x w same, labialized  

 

Pharyngeals 

G voiced pharyngeal stop (affricate)  

Gj same, palatalized  

Gv same, dentolabialized  

Gw same, labialized  

q voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate   

q  same, lenis (weak)  

qj same, palatalized  

q: voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal tense affricate  

qj: voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal tense affricate palatalized   

qv voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate dentolabialized   

qw voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate labialized   

qjv voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate palatalized and dentolabialized   

qjw voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate palatalized and labialized  

qv: voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate tense and dentolabialized  

qw: voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate tense and labialized  



q v voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate lenis (weak) and dentolabialized  

q w voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate lenis (weak) and labialized  

 voiceless (aspirated) pharyngeal affricate pharyngealized  

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

: voiceless (aspirated) tense pharyngeal affricate pharyngealized  

q  voiceless (not aspirated) pharyngeal affricate - preruptive  

q v same, dentolabialized  

q w same, labialized  

 glottalized labial stop  

j same, palatalized  

: same, tense  

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

jv palatalized and dentolabialized  

jw palatalized and labialized   

 glottalized labial stop lenis (weak)  

: same, lenis (weak) and tense  

v glottalized labial stop lenis (weak) and dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

v: glottalized tense labial stop dentolabialized  



w: same, labialized  

v: glottalized tense labial stop lenis (weak) and dentolabialized   

w: same, labialized  

 glottalized labial stop pharyngealized  

: same, tense  

v glottalized labial stop pharyngealized and dentolabialized   

w same, labialized  

ω voiced pharyngeal fricative  

ωv same, dentolabialized   

ωw same, labialized  

ħ voiceless pharyngeal fricative  

ħv same, dentolabialized  

ħw same, labialized  

ɦ glottalized emphatic pharyngeal fricative  

ɦv same, dentolabialized  

ɦw same, labialized  

 

 

Laryngeals  

 

ʕ voiced laryngeal fricative  

ʕv same, dentolabialized  

ʕw same, labialized  



h voiceless laryngeal fricative  

hj same, palatalized  

hv same, dentolabialized  

hw same, labialized  

hjv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

hjw same, palatalized and labialized  

 glottalized emphatic laryngeal fricative  

j same, palatalized  

v same, dentolabialized  

w same, labialized  

jv same, palatalized and dentolabialized  

jw same, palatalized and labialized  

 

 

 

 


